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Laws  Pertaining  to  Boards  of  Equalization. 


Auditor  of  State’s  Office, 

Columbus,  0.,  August  1,  1890. 

I have  thought  it  advisable  to  issue  this  additional 
pamphlet  containing  all  the  laws  now  in  force  pertaining  to 
the  duties  of  the  several  Decennial  Boards  of  Equalization. 

The  acts  of  April  15,  24  and  26,  1890,  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  the  members  of  the  several  Decennial  Boards,  so 
that  each  member  may  know  in  advance  of  performing 
service  as  a member  of  either  of  said  hoards  what  his  com- 
pensation shall  be  therefor.  (See  87  v.  pages  199  and  271.) 

DECENNIAL  COUNTY  BOARDS. 


Sec.  2813.  The  auditor,  surveyor,  and  commissioners  of 
such  county  shall  compose  the  county  board  of  equalization 
of  the  real  property  within  the  county,  except  that  within 
any  city  of  the  first  or  second  class ; and  they  shall  convene 
at  the  office  of  the  county  auditor  on  the  second  Monday  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  and  every 
tenth  year  thereafter ; and  each  shall  be  sworn,  faithfully  and 
impartially,  to  equalize  the  value  of  real  estate  within  the 
county  that  is  within  their  jurisdiction,  according  to  law; 
any  three  of  them  shall  form  a quorum,  and  the  auditor  shall 
kee]>  a full  and  accurate  record  of  the  proceedings  and  orders 
of  the  board.  (March  19,  1880 : 77  v.  73.) 

Sec.  2814.  The  auditor  shall  lay  before  the  board  the 
returns  made  by  the  district  assessors,  with  the  additions 
wffiich  he  shall  have  made  thereto;  and  they  shall  then  imme- 
diately proceed  to  equalize  such  valuation,  so  that  each  tract 
or  lot  shall  be  entered  on  the  tax-list  at  its  true  value,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  shall  observe  the  following  rules : 1st.  They 

shall  raise  the  valuation  of  such  tracts  and  lots  of  real  prop- 
erty as,  in  their  opinion,  have  been  returned  below  their  true 
value  to  such  price  or  sum  as  they  may  believe  to  be  the  true 
value  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  this  title 
for  the  valuation  thereof ; 2d.  They  shall  reduce  the  valua- 
tion of  such  tracts  and  lots  as,  in  their  opinion,  have  been 
returned  above  their  true  value,  as  compared  with  the  average 
valuation  of  real  property  of  such  county,  having  due  regard 
to  their  relative  situation,  quality  of  soil,  improvement. 
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Decennial  cii 
board:  how 
constituted 
and  organize' 
to  be  non- 
partisan in 
certain  cities 


Powers. 


Clerks ; em- 
ployment anc 
compensation 
of  in  certain 
cities. 


ot  artificial  advantages  possessed  by  each  tract  or 

real  ^ aggregate  value  of  the 

hv  the  addition  made  thereto 

by  the  auditor,  as  hereinbefore  required.  ((t5  v.  166,  1^39.) 

decexnial  city  hoard. 

therfX;i?i!f'o  Y"  t^lass 

valuP  ^f  ila  a decennial  board  for  the  equalization  of  the 
\ alue  of  the  real  property  within  such  city,  to  lie  composed 
of  the  county  auditor  and  six  citizens  of  such  city,  appouited 

of  the^T^Pl  that  in  cities  of  the  fifst  grade 

ot  tile  liist  class,  said  six  members  shall  be  appointed  bv  the 

city  comptroller  of  such  city,  and  shall  consisVof  three  mem- 

t^e  heading  jiolitical  parties.  Said  hoard 

MoidnTfrip^J  oflice  of  the  county  auditor,  on  the  third 
Monda>  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 

JbolfS?  “7,^ty,  and  every  tenth  year  tliereafter;  and  they 
shall  severally  take  the  same  oath  as  that  jirescribed  by  the 
decennial  county  board  ; and  a record  of  the  proceedings  and 

kP^n  decennial  city  board  of  e(iualization  sh?ll  be 

kept  by  the  auditor.  (April  26,  1890;  87  v.  334.) 

Sec.  2816,  The  said  board  shall  as  to  the  real  estate  within 
such  city,  have  the  same  powers,  perform  the  same  duties, 
c nd  be  governed  by  the  same  rules,  provisions  and  limita- 
tions  as  the  decennial  county  board  of  equnlization  ; and  in 
cities  of  the  hrst  grade  of  the  first  class,  said  board  may  ai)- 
point  a chief  clerk  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  each 
day  necessarily  emjiloyed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  a 
sum  not  exceeding  four  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury,^  after  the_  same  has  been  apjiroved  by  the  county 
commissioners  ; said  board  may  also  employ  such  other  clerks 
as  May  be  necessarjq  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  not  ex- 
ceeding four  dollars  per  day  each  for  the  time  necessarily 
1 county  treasury.  (April  26, 

loJvJ : o/  V.  ooo). 


County  audit- 
or to  make 
abstract  of  real 
property. 


DECENNIAL  STATE  BOARD. 

Sec  2817.  Each  county  auditor  shall,  on  or  before  the 
tirst  Monday  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  make  out  and  trans- 
mit to  the  auditor  of  state  an  abstract  of  the  real  property  of 
each  to^^nship  in  his  county,  in  which  he  shall  set  forth : 

number  of  acres,  exclusive  of  town  lots,  re- 
turned by  the  several  assessors  of  his  county,  with  such  addi- 
tions as  shall  have  been  made  thereto. 

Second— The  aggregate  value  of  such  real  property,  other 
than  town  lots,  as  returned  by  the  several  assessors  of  his 
county,  inclusive  of  such  additions  as  shall  have  been  made 
thereto  under  the  provisions  of  this  title. 

, aggregate  value  of  the  real  i>roperty  in  each 

township  01  his  county,  as  returned  by  the  several  assessors. 
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with  such  additions  as  shall  have  been  made  thereto.  (March 
19,  1880:  77  V.  73.) 

Sec.  2818.  The  state  hoard  of  equalization  shall  consi.st  Decennial 
of  as  many  members  as  compose  the  state  senate,  cho.‘-en  at  llJuaiDatfoii"^ 
the  last  jirevioiis  election  of  members  of  the  general  assembly  confititution' 
and  representing  the  same  districts,  all  of  whom  shall  have 
the  qualifications  of  electors,  and  the  qualified  electors  of  each 
senatorial  district  shall,  at  the  November  election  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,  and  each  tenth  year 
thereafter,  elect  persons  to  serve  as  members  of  such  board  of 
equalization  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  chapter, 
and  the  returns  of  the  iioll-books  and  certificate  of  election 
.shall  be  governed  by  the  law  regulating  the  election  of  sena- 
tors; and  in  case  of  vacancy  in  such  ollice,  either  by  death  or 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  governor  of  the  state  shall  have 
the  ))ower  to  appoint  a person  who  shall  be  a resident  elector  , 

of  the  district  so  vacated,  to  fill  such  vacancy  as  soon  as  he 
shall  be  informed  thereof;  the  auditor  of  state' shall,  by  virtue 
of  his  ollice,  he  a member  of  this  hoard.  The  said  hoard  shall 
meet  at  (’olumlms  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Decemlier,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,  and  every  tenth  year 
thereafter,  and  the  members  thereof  shall  each  take  an  oath 
that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  ability,  so  far  as 
the  duty  devolves  on  him.  e(|ua1ize  the  v.aluatioii  of  real 
property  among  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  the  stab*, 
according  to  the  rules  ju'escrihed  by  this  table  for  valuing  and 
equalizing  the  value  of  real  property  transmitted  to  him  by 
the  several  county  auditors.  Said  hoard  shall  jiroceed  to 
equalize  the  same  among  the  several  towns  and  counties  in 


Duties  as  to 
izatiou 
property. 


tlie  ptate,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  }>rew*rihed  : 

1st.  They  shall  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  real 
pru})erty  ot  every  county  which  they  shall  believe  to  be  valued 
l»elow  its  real  value  in  money,  such  per  centum  in  each  case 
as  will  raise  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  monev. 

2d.  They  shall  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of 
the  veal  pn>}>erty  of  every  county  which  they  shall  believe  to 
he  valued  above  its  true  value  in  mone}',  such  per  centum  in 
each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  monev. 

3)d.  If  they  shall  believe  that  right  and  justice  require 
the  valuation  of  any  town  or  towns  in  any  county,  or  of  the 
real  jiroperty  of  such  county,  not  in  towns,  to  be  raised  or  to 
be  reduced  without  rai.'^ing  or  reducing  the  other  real  property 
ot  such  county,  or  n diicingit  in  the  same  ratio,  they  may,  in 
every  such  case,  add  to  or  take  from  the  valuation  of  anyone 
or  more  or  [of]  such  towns  or  of  jiroperty  not  in  towns,  such 
per  centum  as  they  shall  believe  will  raise  or  reduce  the  same 
to  its  true  value  in  monev. 

V 

4th.  ll",  in  their  judgment,  the  aggregate  value  of  all 
the  real  property  of  the  state,  as  returned  by  the  county 
auditors,  is  above  or  below  its  true  value  in  money,  they  may 
increase  or  reduce  it,  but  such  increase  or  reduction  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  and  one-half  per  centum  of  said  aggregate ; 
provided,  that  if  any  increa.se  or  reduction  shall  be  made  in 
the  valuation  of  the  grand  aggregate,  it  shall  only  be  made 
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after  the  ecjualization  of  all  the  counties  of  the  state;  and 

'When  such  increase  or  reduction  is  made,  it  shall  be  the  same 

per  cent,  of  the  e<]Ualized  valuation  in  every  county  of  the 
SLaxe. 

^ oth.  Said  board  shall  keep  a true  and  full  account  of 
their  proceedings  and  ( rders.  '(April  11,  1889:  8(>  v.  235.) 

Sec.  2S19.  hen  the  state  board  of  equalization  shall 
ha\e  completed  their  equalization  of  real  property  among  the 
several  counties,  the  auditor  of  state  shall  transmit  to  each 
county  auditor,  a statement  of  the  per  centum  to  be  added  or 
deducted  from  ^ the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  his 
county,  specifying  the  per  centum  added  to  or  deducted  from 
the  \aluation  of  the  real  property  of  each  of  Ihe  several  towms, 
and  of  the  real  property  not  in^  towns,  in  case  an  e([ual  i>er 
centum  shall  not  liave  been  added  or  deducted  from  each* 
and  the  county  auditor  shall  forthwdth  proceed  to  add  to  or 
deduct  from  each  tract  or  lot  of  real  property  in  his  county, 
the  re(|uired  per  centum  on  the  valuation  thereof,  as  it  stands,' 
aftei  the  same  shall  have  l)een  equalized  by  the  county  and 
city  boards  of  equalization  ; adding,  moreover,  or  deducting,  in 
each  case,  any  sum  of  less  than  five  dollars,  so  that  the 
value  of  any  separate  tract  or  lot  shall  be  ten  dollars  or  some 
multiple  thereof.  (April  Ih,  1881 : 78  v.  Ki2.) 


('(IMPEN.SATIOX  KOK  DECEXNIAI,  I'.OARD.S  OF  Kip’AI.IZATIOX. 


[House  Bill  No.  668.] 
AX  ACT 


To  provide  comj)ensaiion  for  members  of  county,  eiiy  and  state  boards  of 
o(|uaiization  of  ujipraisoiuent  of  real  estate  appraised  in  1890. 


Decennial 
boards  of 
etiualization  o 
real  estate : 
com  pemation 
of  memfhers  o 
coiiiUy  and 
city. 


Coiuponsation 
of  membiTs  of 
state  board. 


Section’  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  A^<sembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  each  memlier  of  any  decennial  county  or  city 
hoard  or  Hjualization,  for  the  equalization  of  real  property  an 
appraised  hv  district  assessors,  in  the  year  18h0,  including  the 
county  auditor,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  etich  dav' 
necessarily  employed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the 
sum  of  three  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury 
after  the  same  has  been  allowed  by  the  lioard  of  county  com- 
missioners. 

Sec.  _2.  _ That  each  member  of  the  .state  board  of 
Cl jualization,  including  the  auditor  of  state,  for  the  equaliza- 
tion of  real  property  of  the  state,  as  returned  to  the  state 
auditor  by  the  several  county  auditors  of  the  state,  in  the  year 
18‘.)0,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  each  day  necessarily  em- 
idoyed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  sum  of  five 
dollars,  also  twelve  cents  per  mile  eacli  way,  for  traveling  from 
and  to  his  phice  of  re.sidence,  by  the  most  direct  route  of  pub- 
lie  trav’el,  to  and  rrom  the  seat  of  government j the 
same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  revenue  fund  of  the  state 
the  same  having  been  certified  to  the  auditor  of  state  by  the 
president  of  the  board. 
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Beo.  o.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force,  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

A.  C.  ROBESON, 

Speaker  pro  tern,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

PERRY  M.  AJDAIMB, 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senale. 

Passed  April  15,  1890. 


[House  Bill  No.  915.] 

AN  ACT 

To  provide  compensation  and  clerks  for  county  decennial  boards  of  eipiali- 
zation  for  the  equalization  of  the  ajipraisement  of  real  estate  appraised 
in  1890. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  "J’hat  each  member  of  any  decennial  county  board  of  of  e.iiiaUza- 
equalization  for  the  equalization  of  real  property  as  appraised 
by  the  district  assessors  in  the  year  1890,  including  the  county 
auditor,  .shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  each  day  necessarily 
employed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  sum  of  three 
dollars  ($3),  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  after  the 
same  has  been  allowed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 

But  in  any  county  containing  a city  of  the  first  grade  of  the  ^"[T““cUvof 
first  class,  each  of  said  members  shall  receive  five  dollars  ($5)  ifretgrlde?fi?Bt 
per  day,  for  each  day  necessarily  employed  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  And  in  any  such  county  the  board  may  appoint 
all  necessary  clerks  not  exceeding  five,  who  shall  receive  five 
dollars  (85)  per  daj’  for  their  services  for  the  time  actually 
employed,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

Bec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

NIAL  R.  HYSELL, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

PEIffiY  K ADMIS, 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate. 

Passed  April  24,  1890. 


APPOIXTMEXT  AXI)  COMPEXSATIOX  OF  AXXFAJ.  AXD  DECEXXIAl. 
nOAKDS  OF  EOFALIZATIOX  IX  CEKTAIX  CITIES. 

[House  Bill  Xo.  863.] 

AX  ACT 

Providing  for  the  appointment  of  annual  and  decennial  city  boards  of 
etpialization,  in  cities  of  the  first  grade  of  the  second  class. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  Ammai  board 
of  Ohio,  That  in  cities  of  the  fii'st  grade  of  the  second  class,  the  tion‘’^appoint- 
annual  hoard  for  the  equalization  of  the  value  of  real  and  mentofin 
personal  property,  moneys  and  credits,  in  such  cities,  shall  be 
composed  of  the  county  auditor  and  six  citizens  of  such  cities 
appointed  by  the  mayor  thereof,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  three 
members  of  which  board  shall  be  appointed  from  each  of  the 
two  leading  political  parties  in  such  cities. 
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Decennia 
board  of 
eqiializat  on. 


Powers  a]  d 
duties  of  I bore 
named  b(  ards. 


Compenst  tion. 


Repeal. 


fhp.w  cities  of  the  first  grade  of  the  second  class, 

equalization  of  the  value  of  real 
1 operty  within  such  cities,  shall  be  composeil  of  the  county 
auditor  and  six  citizens  of  such  cities,  aiipointcd  by  the  mayor 
thereof,  tfiree  members  of  which  board  shall  be  appointed  from 
each  ol  the  two  leading  political  parties  in  such  cities. 

Sec.  3.  Said  hoards  shall  have  all  the  powers,  and  be 
governed  by  the  rules,  provisions  and  limitations,  and  perform 
tlie  same  duties  as  are,  or  may  be  pre.scrihed  by  law,  with  re- 
spect to  like  boards  in  other  cities ; provided,  that  such  annual 

cit}  board  ol  equalization  shall  close  its  session  on  or  before 
the  first  Monday  of  August. 

Sec.  4.  For  each  day  necessarily  employed  in  the  ner- 
lormauce  of  their  duties,  the  members  of  .said  boards  shall 
each  receive  the  following  compensation,  to- wit ; the  mem- 
bers ot  said  annual  cit\'  board  the  sum  .>f  three  dollars  per 

day;  the  members  of  said  decennial  board,  the  sum  of  live 
dollars  per  day. 

Skc.  o,  lliis  act  shall  take  ellect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  alter  its  passage;  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conllict 
herewith  are  hereby  reiiealed ; and  the  terms  of  office  of  in- 
cumbents of  such  annual  city  and  decennial  boards  of  equali- 
zation in  such  cities  of  the  first  grade  of  the  .second  cla.ss,  in 

oHice  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  cease  and 
determine. 


NIAL  R.  HYSELL, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresenlatives. 


Passed  April  2b,  1890. 


^\^ILLIA:\[  V.  MARQUIS, 

Pi  esident  of  the  Seiiate, 


Outline  mj  ps 
of  certain 
townships 
with  certai  a 
statistics,  t ) be 
sent  toaiic  itor 
of  state. 


Copies  of 
transfer  bo  <ks 
to  be  sent  t ) 
auditor  of 
state. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  COUNTY  AUMTORS. 

Each  count}"  auditor  will  also  prepare  an  outline  map  of 
his  county,  with  tne  townships  adjoining,  each  county  line 
traced  by  their  outer  line,  and  the  numlier  of  acres  of  land 
in  each  of  such  townships,  the  total  value  thereof  (other  than 
town,  village  and  city  lots),  with  the  structures  and  improve- 
ments thereon,  and  the  average  value  per  acre  in  each,  and 
return  the  same  to  this  office,  with  his  other  returns ; also, 
copies  of  his  transfer  books  for  1889  and  1890,  down  to  Octo- 
ber 1,  1890,  showing  the  property  transferred,  the  quantity, 
the  valuation  of  each  parcel  for  taxation,  and  the  price  for 
w’hich  the  same  w'as  sold,  as  stated  in  the  deed  or  other 
instrument,  upon  the  authority  of  w'hich  the  transfer  was 
made.  All  these  returns  should  be  made  to  this  office,  at 
the  earliest  possible  day,  as  there  is  much  difficult  and  com- 
plicated work  to  be  done  here  in  analyzing  and  tabulating 
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their  contents  for  the  use  of  the  state  board  of  e(iuali/.ation, 
which  is  to  meet  here  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  next. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  above  extracts  from  the  turns  by 
laws  and  constitution,  a separate  return  of  the  real  estate  tors^fiibe^^ 
exempt  from  taxation,  is  also  to  be  made  to  t m o lee.  auditor' 
Forms  of  all  returns  to  be  made  by  county  auditors  to  this  of  state, 
office  (except  the  outline  maps  of  counties  and  townships 
bordering  on  county  lines,  and  copies  of  transfer  books), 
will  be  prepared  by  the  auditor  of  state,  and  furnished  to 

countv  iUuliLors. 

CONCU'ION. 

1 need  not  inform  you  that  the  duties  of  boards  of  e(iuali- 
zation  are  verv  important  and  reciuire  great  care  and  atten- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  the  same.  I would  urge,  therefore, 
upon  each  the  importance  of  becoming  thoroughly  com  er- 
sant  with  the  laws  as  you  find  them  in  this  ])amidilet.  Make 
the.se  laws  your  stmly  until  your  labors  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. so  that  it  may  be  said  of  you,  you  have  performed 
your  iluties  honestly  and  well. 

Countv  and  city  boards  of  equalization  are  but  suj.ervLs-  DuUes  local 
ing  asse.ssors  of  property,  and  are  especially  sworn  fairly  and  e,inaiization. 
impartially  to  apialne  the  vnluation  of  real  estate  according  to  lav; 
and  if  this  duty  be  not  faithfully,  im{>artially  and  bravely 
done,  great  injustice  will  result,  and  some  men  will  escape 
the  payment  of  their  just  )>roportion  of  the  taxes,  while 
others  will  be  oppressed  by  the  payment  of  more  than  their 
due  siiare.  n hi'h  D a great  moral,  crime.  These  boards  must, 
therefore,  not  hesitate  to  add  to  the  value  of  the  real  estate  in 
such  townshiiis,  wards,  and  other  districts,  or  ot  individuals, 
as  they  deem  too  low,  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
law,  as^  herein  expounded  ; and  they  must  t.e  e<iually  careful 
to  reduc(‘  the  valuations  of  such  as  are  too  high,  accoiding  to 

the  .same  standard  and  rules. 

Verv  truly. 

E.  \V.  Poe. 

A'lditor  of  State. 
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